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to trim the balance rather more correctly, it may
well have been that the better side of the thinkers
concerned was sometimes unduly dwelt upon, and
their worse side unduly left in the background.
It may well have been that an impression of
personal adhesion was conveyed which only very
partially existed, or even where it did not exist
at all: that is a risk of misinterpretation which
it is always hard for the historical critic to
escape. There may have been a too eager tone;
but to be eager is not a very bad vice at any
age under the critical forty. There were some
needlessly aggressive passages^ and some sallies
which ought to have been avoided, because they
gave pain to good people. There was perhaps
too much of the particular excitement of the time.
It was the date when Essays and Reviews was
still thought a terrible explosive; when Bishop
Colenso's arithmetical tests as to the flocks and
herds of the children of Israel were believed to
be sapping not only the inspiration of the Penta-
teuch but the foundations of the Faith and the
Church; and when Darwin's scientific speculations
were shaking the civilised world. Some excite-
ment was to be pardoned in days like those, and I